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HELSINKI, January i8tb, 1940

YESTERDAY the Russian newspapers came out
with the somewhat surprising statement that Helsinki has
never been bombed. This was followed up by a similar
announcement on the wireless, in Finnish, from Moscow
yesterday evening. It was further emphatically added that
most certainly no workmen's houses had been touched.
All this set me to thinking that maybe I've been dreaming
since I've been out here; and so to make sure I went out
to look at some of the workmen's houses which most
definitely have been hit, and I talked to some of the people
who are still fortunate enough to be able to live in their
homes, as well as to others who are not so lucky.

The first place I saw got off comparatively lightly. A
bomb fell about fifty yards from the block of workmen*s
flats, which had all its windows blown in. But these have
been patched up meantime, and the people are able to live
in them again. There were three women in the ground-
floor flat I visited. The men were all at work. The women
were knitting as we went into the room, and they had to work
by artificial light as the windows were boarded up because
most of the glass had been blown in by the explosion. I
asked them various questions with the help of my interpreter.
They said they had been lucky enough to get into a cellar
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